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Report of the Medical Department of the 
“viversity of Pennsylvania, for the year 
is49, to the Alumni of the School. By the 
Medical Faculty. Philadelphia. 1849. 

This Report will prove most gratifying to 
‘he friends of the school, as well as to all 
‘hose who desire the advancement of medi- 
aleducation. It furnishes the satisfactory 
assurance that this time-honoured institu- - 
‘ion, the first to extend the lecture term, - 
ind to carry out the views of the American ‘ 
Medical Association, in regard to the im- 
provement of Medical Education, has found 
‘2 experiment entirely successful; and, 
‘iat the Faculty have determined not to re- 
cede from the course of advancement upon 
which they have entered. ‘The profession 
are pledged to sustain those institutions 
which adopt their recommendations, and 


with such support, failure will be impos- 


sible, The time has arrived when the 

public must take up this matter, and scru- | 
‘nize closely the pretensions of those who. 
‘um to be entitled to confidence as medi- | 


fal advisers. So many schools have been 


tric and barometric states of the atmo- 


sphere on the prevalence of Cholera, - 7 
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established, under the plea “that it is 
better for the public to have half educated 
than wholly uneducated physicians,”’ that 
the diploma has become of easy acquisition 
to those having the slenderest acquirements, 





and has lost entirely its value as an evidence 


of professional qualification. ‘Thus, the 
barrier which should have been ever most 


strenuously kept up between the thoroughly 
educated physician and the charlatan has 


been broken down, and the character of 
the profession degraded. 

In this country, where the government 
cannot be brought to interpose its power 
for the protection of the public, from the 
deceptions and fatal practices of quackery, 
the only escape from the evil, under which 


‘the community suffer, is for certain schools 
to exact the highest grade of acquirements 
for the possession of its honours, and thus 


give the guarantee that the possessor of its 
diploma is worthy of confidence. ‘The in- 
telligent portion of the public will then 
learn tomake a distinction between the cer- 
tificates of different schools, will seek tor 
their physicians from among the graduates 
of those which shall adopt the most exten- 
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sive and thorough scheme of instruction, 
and most rigidly demand the highest quahi- 
fications; and the diploma of such schools 
will then be sought for by every ambitious 
and worthy student. 


'perous condition than at this time, i, 


k aculty have the more gratification jn 9, 
nouncing this fact, as it proves that 1) 
policy which they adopted in the last ty 


) sessions, in accordance with the gener, 


It is the duty of the profession, as it is, 
the interest of the community, to encourage ; 
and sustain such schools. ‘Those institu- > 


tions which, after adopting in part the re- 


commendation of the Association, for the’ 


extension of the lecture term, have since re- 


traced their steps from a fear of diminishing ° 
proceeding, doubtful in its personal reaw!'s 


the number of their classes have, we sus- 


pect, made a false move. ‘The increase of’ 
their honest opinion, to the general medica 


income, even should such be the result, 


must be at the cost of standing. But the? 
fear which actuated this backward move- ; 


ment was, we believe, groundless; and it 


—_™~ 


will be seen, that, so far as regards the’ 
University of Pennsylvania, no such event ; 
? profession, were they to draw back from 


has taken place. 


‘he Medical Faculty of the University ° 
‘haveentered. At the last two sessions, the 


of Pennsylvania,’ says the Report, ‘‘ take 


pleasure in again communicating with the» 
‘and a half. At the next session, they pro. 


Alumni and other friends of the institution, 
through their annual report, upon the state 


) 


of the school under their charge. From the > 


accompanying catalogue, it will be seen that 
the number of matriculants does not materi- 
ally differ trom that of the past year. The 
list of graduates is larger than onany preced- 
ing occasion in the history of the school. 
This has arisen partly from the increase of 
students, who, having attended one or more 
courses in other institutions, offerthemselves 
as candidates for graduation alter a single 
course in the University; but still more 
from the extraordinary number of matricu- 
lants of the session of 1847-8, who, in ae- 
cordance with the rules of the school, were 
entitled to an examination for the degree at 
the close of the session of 1848-9. The 
Faculty assure their friends that there has 


sense of the profession, as expressed by the 
National Medical Convention, and sybge. 
quently by the American Medical Assoc». 
tion at two annual meetings, was a correo: 
policy, so far at least as correctness can bp 
tested by success. It proves, too, that, jp 
relying upon the profession in a course 


to themselves, but clearly advantageous, :y 


interests of the country, they have not ex. 
hibited a false confidence, or rested upon a 
fallacious support. 

‘*In relation to the future, the Faculty 
would be true neither to themselves nor the 


the course of advancement upon which they 
regular period of instruction was five months 


pose to extend it to six months; the period 
which they deem most conducive to the true 
interest of the student, and which the 
American Medical Association has recog: 
nized as the standard to be aimed at by the 


schools. As three years of study, and at- 


been no lowering of the grade of attainment | 
required of the candidates ; and they believe ' 
that, on no preceding occasion, has a class 


of graduates left the institution better in- 
structed in the elements of their profession 


tendance upon two courses of lectures in the 
schools are required of the candidate, it 's 
thus seen that two-thirds of the whole term 
are to be devoted to private study, and on'y 
one-third to scholastic instruction. It ap- 
pers to the Faculty that no one, familiar wit 
the vast amount of various knowledge whic’ 
it is now necessary to impart to the student, 
can consider the latter period disproportion: 
atelylong. Either our forefathers must have 
erred greatly in exacting from the pupil @ 
attendance for four months, when the num: 
ber of branches separately taught, and the 
amount of instruction given were much les: 
than at present, or we ourselves would assur: 


‘edly be wrong in crowding the increase: 


than that of the present season. Indeed, it ’ 
is the impression of the Faculty that, owing ' 


to the considerable extension of the courses 
of instruction, they can perceive a greater 


general proficiency in the students than in. 
former years. Upon the whole, therefore, | 


whether in relation to the number of pupils, 


or to efficiency in imparting knowledge, the. 


University has never been in a more pros- 


matter into the same space of time. T' 
four months system was adapted to an infan' 
condition of the country, and a certain) 
much less mature state of the science tha! 
now exists; and to allow ourselves to 
hampered by regulations suited to forme 
times, would be to stand still while every 
thing is advancing around us, and thus rela- 
tively to retrograde in the great march (' 


‘human improvement. 
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j the only question is how far it can be; 
_manded as an essential prerequisite to 





CHOLERA. 


“ 4nother point upon which the Faculty 


verle solicitude is the due preliminary 


no uti 


cation of the student. ‘The desirable- 


¢ such an education, as well for the 
rf study which it establishes as for the 
ize acquired, is denied by no one ; 


yjuation. The Faculty do not despair of 
ong the time arrive when this requisition 
~sybe made by the schools; but the object | 


wh the schools. 


-one rather to be kept constantly in view, | 
od to be attained gradually, than to be ac- 


molished at once by positive regulation. 
‘his matter the profession must co-operate 
There must be a general 
avietion in the medical community of the 


-ecessity of the measure; and the first bar- 
-eragainst the intrusion of ignorance into 


orivate office. 


» profession, must be at the door of the 
When public professional 


pinion shall have become so enlightened 
:d influential as to produce a general atten- | 


ato this point, the schools may then step 
_and make the requisition positive and 


cwversal. In the mean time, they may aid 


saterially in the attainment of the end pro- 
posed, by lending their countenance to the 


cnciple involved on all suitable occasions; | 
wd the Faculty, in order to perform their» 
wn part, earnestly request that each pupil 


nay bring with him a certificate from his 


receptor, stating the length of study and 


» possession of a due preliminary educa- ‘ 


‘on when ascertained; so that such notice ‘ 
nay hereafter be taken of the facts reported, 
may seem most conducive to the desired 


ect. 


“In taking leave of their friends, the 


‘aculty ask permission to join their congratu- 


‘ons with those of the enlightened mem- 
‘rsof the profession generally, upon the 


~pread of a liberal and elevated public spirit 
“ong the great body of medical men, and 


creat ends for which it exists.” 


‘ounds to hope that it might escape, has, 
"ng the past month, suffered severely. 
‘¢ lollowing table exhibits the total mor- 


a 


* hope which it holds out of a steady ad- | 


“ice in all that can adorn and dignify their | 


Ling 


Mey 


and increase its efficiency to the: 


——— 


CHOLERA, 


Massacuvserrs, Boston. — This citys | 


rf 


‘ich during the month of July was so: 


( 
‘ 
{ 
‘ 


71 


tality in Boston, and also that from cholera, 


and other bowel 


affections during eight 


weeks, and also the same during the cor- 
responding periods of last year. 
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ss New York. City of New York.—The 
-zhtly visited by the disease as to give ; following tables exhibit the total mortality 


year :— 


;in this city for the past five weeks, with 
‘ that during the corresponding periods of last 
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1548. 1249. ‘ of the city, too, was then one-third less thay 
Week ending July 29, 403 July 28, 1352. its present number. 

sia : 972 ‘ ' 
do do Aug. 5, me Aug. 4, 1278 PENNSYLVANIA. Philadelphia.—N 0 case, 
do do do 12, 333 do 11, 1011 having been reported to the Board of Hea's: 
do do do 19, 351 do 18, 968° on the 18th and 19th of Aug., and the dc. 
or ): OF —1¢ . - ‘Bs 
do do do 26, 331 do 25, 749 ease thus having apparently ceased as an 
Brooklyn.—At page 62 will be found a epidemic, the daily reports were discon. 
table exlubiting the mortality during the first; tinued. The following table exhibits the 
nine weeks, which we continue below:—  ° total mortality, and the mortality from 
Tota! deaths. By cholera. : bowel complaints, during the past fuyr 























New Jersey. Camden.—The Sanatory | | | a 


Committee announce that the cholera has_ | 
disappeared from this place. ‘The whole | “_ 
number of cases reported from the first ap- | ‘Ayyenou peroy, | 
pearance of the epidemic, on the Sth of | nunca 


10 
A2 
6 


; — 
‘eixAydse viajoyg AQvae 


1239°'193,1881 


Week ending Aug. 4, 181 100 weeks; and, also, the same during the cor. 
do dv doll, 188 98 responding period of last year. 
do do do 18, 175 90 { ———_______--—_—____-_._.. 
; sa | ‘sure; duio0a =e ae = 
Poughke epste.—'I he first deaths by cho- | [amoq wod [RIOT QU = tof 3 
: Rees, igs 
lera occurred on the 10th of June. Che fol. ‘s[amoq puB YoRUO\s ] OOMW Is 
lowing table shows the deaths from cholera au Jo sasvasip soyig | te 
for four weeks :— ‘| ; ‘S[amog pues yoewmois | OT OE | a, 
| ay Jo uoleMMEyU ~ 
Private County-house (| ins oF salient anc nL —— win 
practice. hospital. Total.) ‘Araquas kg | Seeo le 
Weekending July 10, 6 2 8 5] | Sea TEES | ; 
do do do 26, 10 30 40 ‘ a ee 
o> | a % 

‘ ¢ > € pot OQ CO i 
do do Aug. 2,13 6 19 s | mane | Te 
do do do 9,19 1 20 (= a 

WHOS | 
| 









































~ . ie THe _ 
June to the 27th of August, was 157, and | _ =a 7 
3 b 3 
the deaths 61. | SuUIpUa HAL | Ps zs 5 { 
, . ’ < a , 
Virginia. Norfolk.—The cholera made | | === ele ieee nrenros w 
ar “s ‘squre;duio0o Monn lr 
its appearance in Norfolk about the Ist of | jamoq woy nos |? F | 5 
May, and continued till the last of July, ‘s[amoq pue Youuors sh ii 
embracing aperiod of 13 weeks. The mor- 9) JO SasBasip JOIIO : 
ality o thi ri 28 ne a ‘sJamoqd pur YoRuois | OV OM |Z f 
tality during that period was as follows: oy) jo uonewurepur 2 
Whites. Colored. ; ( ( moors 
’ “A1OUOS/ | Ns c 
From Istto 15th May, 1 4 . Piarencue..: a a 
ah 9: rDON / 2 
l'o May 22 es pA ‘Boy Ueg | a ou | oO 
. 9 5 6 i ie a 
To June 5 9 11 D | ‘SNQIOUL BII[OUD | “One | ” 
| 7 aiddnes en ean en eee , . - 
- 12 7 5 | ieeenis 
}  “umuBur BraoyD | co aa |S 
rT 19 1 9 | | 
os 2b 6 8 | ‘eixAydse Blajoyg | ooo° | = 
To July 3 6 3 | : ee Ee 
‘s 10 , 13 | Anjeuout feioy | SNS | Z 
‘ " cies ll 
F 17 ] 11 - = - an s 
- 24 ] 5 | Supua HAM | tho we 
sé 31 l | | a - Y is 
iad ne Bucks County Almshouse.—T he Doyl* Loy 
At R : . ‘és ang 
3 town Intelligencer furnishes the followin: 
Numt i ticeaiiiittintad 46 particulars relative to the mortality In this 
Number ot ~— Baa ll ‘ ’ 
oF : Salas OY Chorera tn institution up to evening of 29th of July. 
3 week 2 . . ied 
saenanans 129 From the 19th to 22d of July, 3 were buried 
| In 1832, the cholera prevailed as an epi- . “* det: “ @ * 
demic only 6 weeks, and the number of} Onthe 25th “ te. 


deaths was the rise of 400. The population } Ye ie 





ODA 
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55 168 
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217) Total |1239'193'188) 17] 
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Total 662) 
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On the 27th of July, 5 Gente nanmate: | Ole 
i ‘ from cholera. diseases. Tota! 
és 28th 4 ? A ; . 
" * ug. 3, 10 lo 26 
“29th 8 ! “4 11 23 34 
, ~* 
otal to. 6 o'clock Sunday = > 5s 12 2u 32 
j “ ‘ “> _— ~ ~~ 
evening, 86 Q sé b, 6 93 29g 
Birmin sham, —This disease is prevailing | sy ( ‘ ~ a 
o 9, 19 0 SY 
a In this place. The Pitts- ? ‘on 12 39 5] 
, a J 


« Dispatch, of Monday, says: “The; 
lar physicians of Birmingham have ' 
n se rseded in the treatment of the | 


era by the homeopathic and other prac- 
oners.? The intelligent reader will not | The cholera has disappeared from nearly 


aa vised ot the following statement rom }all the points at which it first made its ap- 
‘pearance. Lexington, Paris, and Richmond, 
the} ; where it has been the worst, are now quite 
r) tree from it. It is, however, approaching 
‘Danville, and other places which at first 
heck which we thane had epaied th this (Seemed to have an immunity from its rav- 


age 
untry. The number of deaths in propor. | Ht ” A. wie -—— been nt: a at 
a 1. B 
von to the population of the infected dis. | ~{Trodsburs etter written Friday last, 


ee atly g eveenen Gane im te: tee and | ‘from this place to Louisville, says: ‘‘ Since 
C neinnati.’ ) the 7th of July, 38 deaths of cholera and 10 
So much for quackery. (of other diseases have occurred here. The 
Manyiann. Baltimore.—The disease has disease has abated. ne bow ease to-day.” 
pret entirely disappeared from the ! Columbia, Adair Co.—Out of @ popula- 
Baltimore poorhouse. The whole num- § ‘tion of less than 600, there have been 75 
er of the inmates of the institution, when ; cases, nearly all of which have terminated 


fatally. 

‘he first case was reported on the 11th of} 

1] Ka 2. «6S Ld o- St. L s 
y, was 632. From that day to the 4th’ Missourt. St. Louis.—The St. Lou 


haa ist, the date of the latest case, 158 cases 3 Union, of August 8, publishes a table 
were reported, and 94 deaths. ‘compiled from an authentic statement pro- 
Ono. Cincinnati:-Cheleeacemmenced | ‘cured at the Register’s office, of the whole 

: Cincinnati about the 10th of May. The ‘number of interments in the cemeteries of 

a! mortality for a period of eight weeks, | } that city, from the a6 oy a Aye te oe 
ending Aug. 1th, from all dinousen: was | { 6th day of August. ‘The period embrace 

is a little over one hundred days, and the 


Kentucky. Lezxington.—The total num- 
ber of deaths from cholera up to July 19th, 
e 167. 


the forse source. 

I'he disease is remarkably fatal— 
proportion of deaths to the whole number o 
cases being greater than in any other place | 





‘s, thus:— 
Week ending June 25th, 548 | aggregate mb yowgadrenter tre 
ow July 24, 940 ,a population of 90,000, at the most! It is 
“ July 9th, 1022 ‘afearful record. We subjointhe table. For 
" July 16th, 950 the “ ee Cholera. Under 5 yrs 
July 23d, 512 April 30, 131 41 50 
“July 30th, 285 ( May 7, 135 78 18 
“Aug. 6th, 211 2 “U4, 973 185 46 
Thence to August 1ith, 140 “On 192 27 24 
—_— , sé 28, 186 115 44 
_ Total, 4628 ; June 4, 144 «75 3 
he he proportion of deaths by cholera, and Tae be 983-19] 72 
! other diseases, since July 27th (in con- | * 510 404 106 
“naation of table at page 64), was as fol- ‘ “95, 763 «= 589 164 
WS t— . : 
Interments Other July 2, oe = re 
from cholera. diseases. Total. a aa 773 s9t n98 
July 28, 13 25 28 i “ > 867 = 639 19% 
* @, 14 23 37} «* 93, 442 26 140 
“30, 9 25 3440C<‘“($CStéC‘“ ® «O80,#*«=6885CUCC CB 34 
~, one ll Aug. 6, 152 34 72 
Aug 1, 5 it - | — 
“ @, 13 40 33 5989 4060 1493 
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Inninors. Chicugo.—Cholera made its;a frightful number of cases of diarrh,. 
first appearance in Chicago on the 28th of | This appeared at first to attack the hospir,! 
April. he deaths during the month of ; ; patients of the metropolis, sixty out of eighty 
July were 392, of which 320 were by cho- ‘in the Hospital of St. Louis being seized jp 
lera. The total number of deaths from ja single night. 
cholera up to August 3d, was 495. ‘ Nevertheless, its progress from this time 

Sandusky.—The Sanduskian says that ) was slow; no case had occurred in the city, 
the epidemic has ceased, and gives the fol- ‘and in the hospital it had only attacked 
lowing statement of the number of deaths {eighteen in a distinctly choleraie form, bur 


from July 1:— ‘of these twelve had died. In spite of this 
Interments. ’ but little alarm was excited, as the patients 
To July 9, 2 / were persons previously in feeble health, ang 
To July 19, 10 ‘who, therefore, might be expected to sue. 
To July 23, 21 ‘cumb, even to a comparatively mild form o 
On Tuesday, July 24, 30 ‘the complaint. This comfortable convic. 
Wednesday, July 25, 20 {tion was, however, of short duration. 
Thursday, July 26, 12 { On the 19th of March, the cases treated 
Friday, July 27, 14 ‘at the Hotel Dieu, La Charité, and S&:. 
Saturday, July 28, 33 ‘Louis, amounted to forty-four, of which 
Sunday, July 29, 37 ‘twenty-one were fatal. ‘The Salpétriere had 
Monday, July 30, 33 ‘only two cases. 
‘Tuesday, July 31, 18 { On the 2Ist, most of the hospitals ex. 
Wednesday, Aug. 1 (not by ‘hibited a few cases, the total number being 
Board), 13 ‘ninety-six; but after this time the Salpé. 
Thursday, Aug. 2, 17 ‘tricre, which had hitherto almost escaped, 
Friday, Aug. 8, 8 | was attacked in a manner which almost de- 
Saturday. Aug. 4, 12 ‘ populated it, as will be seen by the following 
Sunday, Aug. 5, 4 ‘table :— 
Monday, Aug. 6, 12 ! Cases. Deaths. 
Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2 } ‘There were on March 21 2 2 
— —~Ss} “ a 3. 6 18 
Total, 307 . #4 26 10l 52 
Ort these, fifteen or twenty are supposed ; " . 28 43 2 
to have died of other diseases. ia “ 30 37 
A letter in the Newark Daily Advertiser, | * ‘‘ April 2 121 
dated at Sandusky on Monday, furnishes } “ “ 4 8 ol 
some information relative to the mortality in ; % * 6 79 09 
that place. It says that the population is ’ " " 9 62 48 
about 5,670, but so great was the panic } a - 1) 55 
among the inhabitants that it was soon re- } - ” 13 49 = 30 
duced to 1500, the remainder having fled } - - 16 52 4i 
in all directions.—The largest number of ‘ ae 
deaths in any one day was thirty-seven. In‘ 712 516 


three days one hundred and three died, and: In order to comprehend this great mor- 
the whole number, from the first outbreak, | ‘tality, it must be stated that the Salpétricte 
is computed at two hundred and fifty. On: contains a population of 5,000, made up 0! 
Sunday there were only four interments. infirm old women and lunatics.—Prov. Med. 

_ ‘and Surg. Journ., June 27th, 1849. 
Cholera in Paris.—The first two cases of | << 

cholera in the French capital occurred on; Treatment of Cholera in Paris.—The fits! 
the 9th of March, but excited no attention, ‘circumstance to be noted, viz., a general 
from the belief that they were merely more : ‘fact, is, that cholera is preceded, and 3s 
than usually severe instances of the ordinary ‘it were announced, by a premonitory diar- 
torm of the disease. Butafew days sufficed | rhea, to which the name ‘“‘ cholerine” has 
to put an end to all doubt on the point, by the ‘ been applied. This has been treated var! 
simultaneous eruption of the disease jn } ‘ously ; by rice-water injections, by infusions 
several localities, and by the occurrence of ‘ of aromatic herbs, with or without laudanum. 
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é 
sm, all preparations have been given, Week ending June 30th “ 194 

‘ yvout an equal effect. sé ss July 71th ae 12 

Phosphoric acid has been given in St. rT rr eb fen 

os, at first with good effects, but these ; és vs lee “678 


ibsegq vuently found to be anything but Of these 1406 deaths, 790 were males 
vant. M. Guerin has boasted of his; and 626 females. 
vas With emetic doses of ipecacuanha., More than two-thirds of the fatal cases 
ch fo: the cholerine. Butif cholera is} were among persons who had reached the 
» established, what is the appropriate | adult period of life. Thus there were under 
nneat This question the French ad-} 15 years of age, 325; between 15 and 60, 
« be as difficult now as in 1832, The} 555; above 60, 137. 
-dicines employed are the same as in} The disease is still on the increase. 
volerine. : The Medical Times of August 11th, 
Cholera, as seen in Paris, terminates in} states: ‘It is unsatisfactory to observe, 
ce of three ways: Either it continues its} ‘that the constant increase of mortality, 
ogress, With cramps, cyanosis, and col- : }which commenced in the second week of 
se; when all treatment is unavailing; or,) July, was maintained in the week ending 
. rcondly, reaction is quickly established, ; Saturday last, August Sth. The deaths 
: a state of typhoid depression ensues, and | from all diseases in last week were 1967 
: patient sinks in a consecutive fever; or,;—a mortality nearly double the weekly 
rdly, the disease is suddenly arrested, and jo of the season, which is 1008. The 
«patient passes at once into rapid con- } } progress of the mortality is shown by the 
vescence. ‘I'he principal modes of treat- ‘  ielloming numbers returned in the last four 


ent may be thus briefly stated :— weeks: 1369, 1741, 1931, and 1971. The 
|. Sesquichloride of Carbon.—Given by , deaths from cholera, which in six previous 
\la'vaigne, in three cases. All fatal. ? weeks were 49, 124, 152, 339, 678, 783, in- 


Common Salt, in large doses.—At first; creased inthe last to 926. A feature worthy 
reat expectations were ‘awakened by the ; of notice in the present return is the fact, 
cess Which followed its exhibition in a ‘ | that, while the mortality caused by cholera 
eM mapa subsequent experience did not ’ has increased, there has been simultaneously 
r out these hopes; nevertheless, this {a decrease in the deaths attributed to diar- 
ediciue appeared in some cases to arrest / rhea; for whereas the deaths from this dis- 


 yomiting and purging. / ease (including dysentery) were in four pre- 
. Metrate of Silver by Rectum. — No? vious weeks, 54, 100, 146, 238, in the last 
eneficial effects. ; week they declined to 198, an amount which 


'. Ciloroform.—Has not been found to} is nearly the same as in the corresponding 
usWer to the encomiums bestowed upon it; week of the summer of 1846, and little 


~— } more than that of the same week of 1848. 
». Cold Water, externally and internally. ie is shown, therefore, that the total mor- 
—No success, tality from diarrhea, dysentery, and cho- 


'. Mercurial Treatment.—M. Serrés, re- ‘ lera amounts in this return to 1,124, while 
ding cholera as a pernicious fever, treated } the average is only 92. Consequently, the 
with mercurial frictions. He, however, ‘ excess from the three epidemics exceeds in 
‘t~ out of 170 cases. some degree the increase above the average 
". Stachys Anatolica.—Much vaunted in; of the mortality from all causes, which is 
“east, but found nugatory.—Prov. Med. | owing partly to the circumstance that the 
1 Sere Journ., June 27th, 1849. } deaths from fractures, burns, and other injury 
mm | registered i in the week were unusually few. 
Progress of Cholera in London.—London ; Other epidemics besides those mentioned 
“sullering from another invasion of cholera, ; are under the average, with the exception of 
‘mencing in June last, and the disease, ; hooping-cough, which a little exceeds it. 
“the latest, was still on the increase. | The mortality from cholera still predomin- 
ihe following table will show the weekly | ates on the south side of the river ; the deaths 


OHTA poe ! there, which in the preceding week were 


Week ending June 9th deaths 22 514, rose in the last to 621. On the north 
- 16th “ 42 | side of the Thames, the deaths in the west- 
m 23g“ 49 | ern districts were 31, showing an increase; 


wae P 
= 
bg 











76 CHOLERA. 


. 


in the northern 27, or nearly the same asin’ He says this preparation of carbon js ¢h 


the former week; in the eastern 127, a slight most powerful! diaphoretic with which he :. 


increase - and in the central, which includes ! acquainted. 
_ Giles and St. George, Strand, Holborn, Dr. Taulier, of Saint-Victor-Lacos: 


C iaandall St, Luke, East London, West ' uses the sulphate of quinine in the treatme»: 


London, and City, there is a small decrease, ‘of cholera, and, as he says, with the hap 
the number being 93, though in the previous , piest results. 


return there were 97 deaths. Thegreatest} Dr. Bonet, a physician of Paris, inform: 
number in any district on the north side of his professional brethren, that, in a greg 


the river is in West London, name ly, 32. number of patients affected with cholera | 
Of the southern districts, there were 67 in’ the last stage, that is to say, when the pu 


ormondsey, 86 in Newington, 112 in St. | sation of the heart and the movement of 1}; 
George, Southwark, and 143 in Lambeth. ' pulses are absent, and in the commenes. 


‘he deaths in Rotherhithe are now com- ,ment of the blue stage, he has succeeded | 
paratively few. The death of a man aged restoring the action of the heart, and in »: 
10, in Brompton, was caused by erysipelas ; covering the patient from the blue stage }, 
of both legs, of putrid character (after five ( seemmnannie , at intervals of half an hou: 
days’ illness), caught from sleeping with a; ’ four cups of a hot and sweetened infusion 


child who suffered from the disease. ‘The ‘ the common lime-tree, mint, ae or 


daily mean of the barometer was highest on , chamomile, &c., in each of which cup | 
Thursday, when it was 29.965. ‘The mean ‘ ‘infusion were four drops of volatile alka 


of the week was 29.793. The temperature ‘making sixteen drops, which the patie 


was under the average of the corresponding { may take in two hours. The reaction (1 
days of seven years on every day except ‘ says), is almost instantaneous—the py!s 
Thursday. The highest in the shade was ’ commencing almost instantaneously to bea’ 
on Thursday, namely, 74°.5. The mean} rather irregularly at first, but afterwards wi: 
temperature of the week was 59°.5, ‘force, the blue state disappearing, the bod) 
a face, and extremities being covered wi 
Treatment of Cholera.~Dr. Hanpvocet {hot and copious sweat, and in a few hour: 
has published, in the Union Medicale, a’ the patient is entirely out of danger. 
method of checking vomiting in cholera,; A Mr. Royer, surgeon to the Garde M 
and thus preventing the ejection of medi- ; bile, claims the merit of having discover 
cines. Ie obviates this great inconvenience /an infallible remedy in ‘‘ brandy and salt 
by means of the hydro-chlorate of morphine, ' The worthy Mobile seems to be ignorant 
which he uses endermically; that is to say, } the writings of Solomon. 
he makes a slight incision in the epigastric; For ourselves we wonder, with all thes 
region, and applies the drug. He assumes | remedies, that patients will continue to dv 
that he thus succeeds in checking both the } of cholera! We have little faith in any on 
vomiting and purging. , of them.—Med. Times, July, 1849. 
Dr. Lecceur, Professor of Materia Medica _ 
at Caen, recommends the chlorate of gold,} Chloroform in Cholera.—P. Brapy, Es 
and strychnine in cholera, which he con- } of Harrow, relates, in the Medical Time 
ceives to be a purely a nervous disease, de- ‘Aug. 12th, 1848, a case of cholera, succes: 
pending upon a certain electro-magnetic } fully treated by a mixture of chloroform 2 
state of the atmosphere, in consequence of } turpentine, followed by calomel and ox-g2 
which there is an undue subtraction of elec- ‘In a subsequent number of the same Journ: 
tric fluid from the body. Hence the profes. : ‘he relates a second case of cholera, in whic 
sor proposes, by strychnine and the chlorate ! ’he gave the chloroform with entire succes 
ot gold, to stimulate the ganlionic system, | Ina still later communication, in the sam 
the seat, according to him, of the disease. ‘journal, Oct. 14th, he strongly urges | 
Dr. Manget, of Paris, uses the sesqui- {advantages of the internal use of chloroform 
chlorate of carbon. He recommends general ’ He gives several formula for its administt 
friction to be persevered in, and assures us } tion; the latest is the following (Med. Tin 
the exhibition of the carbon is followed bya} July 7th, 1849). R. Cae MUXx & 
profuse perspiration. At the end of three xd: mucil. gum. acac., Jiss; syrup! sim; 
hours he generally finds it necessary to ad- 5s sp. vini rect., 3}; aq. pure, 3ilj. 
minister a second dose, but seldom athird.? The choloroform should be dropped !2' 


{ 
§ 
) 
i 
) 











Es¢ 
Times 
icces: 
m 2 
X-g2! 
ourns 
whic 


ycces: 


e sam 
es tt 


oform 
nist’ 


Time 


[xx ac 


CHOLERA. 77 


api “it of wine, and the solution added result was, that noconclusion could be drawn 
ne mucilage and syrup ina bottle. This tromthem. There is, therefora, a total ab. 
sould be shaken, and the water added by ; sence of proof of the connection of any par- 
a ores. A fourth part of the mixture is, ticular state of the weather with the progress 
. ordinary dose for an adult. and mortality of cholera ; and our experience 
— ) of the disease, extended by the present in- 
Influence of Temperature and the hygro- } vasion, confirms the statement made by Dr 
tric and barometric states of the atmo-} Copland, two years before its reappearance, 
iereon the prevalence of Cholera.--*‘ There} that ‘ there was no uniform relation observ. 
-aprevalent idea,’’ says the editor of the} ed, either in this country or in the eastern and 
‘ondon Medical Gazette, ‘‘that the progress ; western hemispheres, between the appear- 
, rd dry of malignant cholera are in-} ance of the malady and marked variations 
‘jenced by the temperature, pressure, and ’ in the barometer, thermometer, or hygrome- 
ygrometric state of the atmosphere. At} ter, even in the few places where these were 
time we are informed that it is arrested ; registered; but the irruption of the pestil- 
by or and that its diffusion is greatly aided } ence was often observed in states of season, 
-» heat and moisture. At another time, its ‘ ' weather, and atmosphere, opposite to those 
vrease or diminution is referred to changes’ to which it has been confidently imputed.’ 
the barometer, and to the prevalence of; The weather hypothesis may, we think, be 
-orticular winds. Close observation, how- ' regarded asa complete failure. The disease 
ver, shows that these statements have no} is neither arrested nor retarded. in its pro- 
‘yundation in fact. Ithas been recently ob-} gress by heat, cold, dryness, or moisture. 
«ved, in Constantinople and Breslau, that ' The only point which can be conceded is— 
‘ve cholera actually increased in severity} that sudden changes in these atmospheric 
when the temperature of the air fell; and) conditions predispose to cholera as they do 
: diffusion and mortality in the coldest penis to other diseases which affect the human 
‘the Russian empire, prove that cold is} body: but there is no specific relation be- 
really no barrier to its progress. Then, ’ tween any one of them and malignantcholera. 
un, we do not find that a high tempera- i'To those who are inclined to trust in the 
‘ue, and a great amount of humidity, are} weather-hypothesis, notwithstanding the 
‘wwourable to the spreading of the disease. ; total absence of proofs, we would make the 
\cvording to the popular theory of the day, ; following suggestion: ‘The cholera, ac- 
‘us metropolis was, during the month of; cording to official reports, has now been 
January, ina most favourable state for the? four months in these islands. During this 
‘Mensive diffusion of the cholera. The period, up to the 3ist of January last, 
‘emperature Was unprecedentedly high—on 5 there had occurred in England 1648 cases 
‘ie average no less than 8° above the mean ; and 807 deaths; and in Scotland, with 
' the month—and during two weeks, 10°; about one-eighth of the population of Eng- 
svovethe mean! Southwesterly winds pre-; land and Wales, no less than 8547 cases, 
vailed, and the air was saturated with hu-? and 3705 deaths! This difference in the 
midity. Our readers will have observed, | diffusion and mortality of the disease in the 
‘om our weekly reports, that, setting aside ! two countries is so enormous, that it is clear, 
‘ie mortality at the Tooting Asylum, as con- : if the state of the weather have any marked 
‘ituting an exception of a special kind, the? influence in exciting cholera, it would have 
‘ses actually decreased in proportion to the } been easily found to exist in this instance ; 
\crease of temperature and humidity. With ; but, so far as we know, the most shrewd 
respect to the barometer, it had, during this ;} and competent medical practitioners in that 
veriod, a very wide range ; and the cases and’ part of the kingdom have not been able to 
aths bore no proportion to the variations’ refer this disproportionate mortality to any 
‘pressure. This is in strict accordance } atmospheric condition whatever. We have 
with the observations of om Casper, at Ber- not heard that there has been any apprecia- 
‘1, In the cholera of 1832.* This eminent } ble difference in the state of the weather in 
m edi Statistician with daily the num-! the two conterminous countries; and we 
rot cases and deaths from cholera with > think this, with other facts of a similar kind, 
diurnal range of the barometer, but the ; is sufficient to show that temperature, pres- 
> sure, and humidity, have no perceptible in- 
Ma ‘ a andigheiten ee Sa fluence on the poet of the ion? 
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SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS | now examine the cases of the Bristol mes. 
OF MEDICAL DELUSION. merists, and tell us whether, if Miss Not. 
tidge should be confined, the mesmeriss 
Mesmerism.—We take the following ex- ’ who believe in the gift of prophecy should 
tract from the speech of Mr. Janson, one of | be allowed to go at large. ‘The mesmerisis 
the Vice Presidents of the Mesmeric Insti- ) are certainly not dangerous to themselves or 
tute, in Bristol, made at a recent meeting of others, and their subscriptions to carry Out 
the Society. ; impossible designs may not seriously damage 
‘Tt was not for him (Mr. Janson) to say their worldly means; but when they adopt 
much of his own doings, but he might state ‘ such delusive views as that the Divine gift of 
that he had practiced mesmerism for the prophecy can be conveyed by ‘ sundry mani. 
period of six years, during which time he? pulations, it is surely necessary for their 
had had come under his personal observation ; own protection, the peace of their families. 
every mesmeric phenomenon which he had and the comfort of society,’ that they should 
ever read or heard of—not only the lower be put under temporary confinement in ap 
phenomena of coma, traction, insensibility asylum. 
to pain, rigidity, &c., but the higher phe-) ‘‘ Either Dr. Conolly must be prepared to 
nomena, community of taste, mental travel- allow Miss Nottidge to go free, and enjoy 
ling, introvision, and latterly one case of pre- her belief that Mr. Prince is the Almighty, 
vision, which he conceived to be the highest or he must join us in the opinion that a large 
power—for what could exceed the power of number of mesmerists possessed of pro- 
prophecy? ‘This power was almost too high | perty should be dealt with on the principles 
to be mentioned at a mixed public assembly, ; which he would apply to her case.’’—Lon/, 
for our present state of knowledge was not) Med. Gaz., July 27th, 1849. 
sufficiently advanced for it. In the case he ‘ 


referred to, the patient had, by the power of | MEDICAL NEWS 


prevision, foretold every circumstance, even : i 

to the most minute—not only the progress of DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
the disease, the pertod at which she would be ; 

affected by particular symptoms, but she had Southern Medical Reports.—Dr. E. D. 
likewise foretold other things, in regard of FENNER proposes to publish~ an annual 
which there could have been no deception or volume under this title, on the meteorology, 
collusion. For instance, the patient oncesaid, medical topography, and diseases of the 
‘I shall have a letter delivered to me next southernStates. ‘‘ The object of this work 
Thursday, at three o’clock.? He had put is to collect and present, in a durable form. 
down the fact in his note-book. The patient the observation of physicians residing in 
had told him what would be the contents of different parts of the southern States, with 
the letter, and had dictated those contents’ the view to the cultivation of medical 
word by word, some of the matters treated of | science, and the formation of the medical 
not being mere common-place matters. He ‘history of the times. 

had written down the letter from the dictator, *‘ It will consist of General and Special 
and whenit afterwards arrived had taken the | Reports ; the first, to contain concise ac- 
letter in oe hand and the note-book in his ' counts of the meteorology, medical topo- 
other, and nad found them correspond in’ graphy, and prevailing diseases, throughou! 
every particular. He scarcely expected this | the year; the second, will be devoted to ex- 
fact to be believed—the power was too much : traordinary cases, surgical operations, &c.” 


in advance of the present day ; but he con-; ‘The design is a useful one, and we wish 
sidered it right to place before the meeting ‘ it success. 
all he knew.”’ , rm 


The editor of the Lond. Med. Gaz.,in; Saratoga Medical Society.—At the a0- 
commenting upon this speech, very justly ; nual meeting of this Society, held at Sara- 
remarks: ** Miss Nottidge has lately been | toga Springs, on Tuesday, July 31st, 184°, 
pronounced insane, upon high authority, be- the following officers were elected for the 
cause she believed that the President of the ‘ensuing year: Dr. H. Baxter, President; 
Agapemone, or Abode of Love, in Devon- ‘ Dr. H. Reynolds, Vice President ; Dr. T. 
shire, a certain Mr. Prince, was the Al- ’B. Reynolds, Secretary and Treasuret; 


mighty! Dr. Conolly might, we think, Drs. O. Brisbin, R. L. Allen, A. J. Chad: 
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T. B. Reynolds, and E. St. John,’ ed to the reception of only twenty patients, 


°g- o elected Censors } and Drs. R. L. Allen, | but the grounds are sufticie ntly spacious for 
Ot 1 Chadsey, Oliver Brisbin, E. St. John, one hundred and twenty, and at the earliest 
- wd James Lee, delegates to the National period compatible with the safe financial 
ild a dical Association, at the meeting to be | condition of the institution, it is proposed to 
stg “pext year, in Cincinnati. enlarge and to extend it gradually upon a 
or ain good architectural design.”’ 

ut onecticut Medical Society.—At the late’ One of the objects of this hospital is, by 
Be soal meeting of this Society, Drs. A. a low charge for the accommodation of pa- 
pt Welch, T. Miner, H. A. Grant, and B. M. tients belonging to the operative classes, to 
tof wler were elected delegates to the Ameri- | abridge the expenses and calamities involy- 
“4 » Medical Association at the meeting in’ ed by sickness. 

elr ae We recommend this useful institution to 
“ irs. Geo. Sumner, D. T. Brainard and ° the patronage of the public. 

ald \ B. Ives, were elected delegates to the: The medical stati consists of Wm. E. 
an > pyention for revising the Pharmacopa@ia, Horner, M. D., Samuel Jackson, M. D., 


vbe held in Washington, next June. 


‘Alfred Stille, M. D., and W. V. Keating, 


= -- M.D. 
itd I stitution for Imbeciles and Idiots. —Dr. | _ 
‘Ys }. Wiser has established at Barre,’ Rush Medical College-—Dr. N.S. Davis, 
ee \Iqss, an institution for the management well known by his zealous and efficient la- 
aa ‘education of imbeciles and idiots. The‘ bours in the cause of medical reform, has 
~ .siem of instruction pursued, is stated to be‘ accepted the appointment of Professor ot 
~ ', most comprehensive character, and ap- ¢ Physiology in the above-named school, and 
‘ule to every variety of subjects. ‘will make Chicago his future residence. 
‘It embraces a proper physical educa- | _ 
the education of the senses; the’ The Annalist.—Thisjournal has been dis- 
‘lopment of functions and aptitudes ; the continued. Its late editor, Dr. Davis, enters 
‘inary mental exercises of childhood ; and ‘ upon a new field of labours, and one in which 
7 ly the moral treatment or management, } we wish him every success. 
oe suding everything calculated to break up . — 
- dominion of perverted instinets and Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
she umal appetites, and to substitute an in- ‘vania.—The proceedings of this society, at 
ww" zent self-control.” its annual session, held in the city of Read- 
ie \ e wish Dr. W. every success in his ing, April 1849, together with the constitu- 
i“ st laudable enterprise. . tion of the society, and an address to the 
on ak _ profession throughout the State, have re- 
cal ‘he Saint Joseph's Hospital.—This in- > cently been published, 
“ ‘sation, chartered by the Legislature of} The following officers were elected for 
cnnsylvaniaat its last session, has recently ‘the ensuing year :— 
nial een opened for the reception of patients.‘ President, Prof. Samuel Jackson, ot 
we the hospital, which is situated on Girard ‘ Philadelphia. 7 
po: ‘venue, Green Hill, is placed by charter) Vice-Presidents, Dr. E. D. Kittoe, of 
et iider the charge of the religious order of ; Lycoming ; W. Worthington, ot C hester ; 
a. “ Sisters of St. Joseph, who by their}C. H. Matthews, of Bucks, and George 
i. ‘"s make attendance on the sick a part of Halberstadt, of Schuylkill. 
sish er duty, Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Isaac Hays, 
“Although this institution has been /of Philadelphia. 
‘ought forward under the auspices of one; Recording Secretaries, Drs. H. 5. Pat- 
“ “gious denomination, neither its principles }terson, of Philadelphia; George B. Kerfoot, 
- "'s charter limits its efforts at doing good of Lancaster. ; 
49, ‘tat Communion alone ; but it isintended,? ‘Treasurer, Dr. George Fox, of Phila- 
the ““xpressed in the words of the charter, { delphia. Pal 
nt; “its benefits and advantages shall be’ Censors. First and Second Districts, 


"OR: 


Ds 
', Country, or colour.’ 


oe. “ended to the sick, without reference to;Drs. F. A. Muhlenberg, of Lancaster ; 
ste : George W. Norris, of Philadelphia; W. 
vad: The building is at present accommodat: { Worthington, of Chester ; J. S. Carpenter, 
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of Schuylkill, and Hiram Corson, of Mont- | ‘respired with the chloroform; 4, to suspend 
gomery. ‘the inhalation as soon as the patient becom, 

Third and Fourth Districts, Drs. 'Tho- >) motionless; 6, not to exhibit it until digesting 
mas Wood, of Lycoming ; ‘Thomas Rankin, ; is completed. %—— Prov, Med. and Sure. 
do.; Asher Davidson, do.; W. M’Ilvaine, » Journ., May 2d, 1849. 
of York, and ‘I’. S. Haller, do. ; - 

Fifth and ‘ae Districts, Drs. J. P.} Homeopathic Victim.—The Countess o; 
Gazzam, of Alleghany; W. Addison, do; ) Blessington, whose misfortunes drove her 
G. D. Bruce, do.; J. Brooks, do; R. B.; from Great Britain, died very lately in 
Mowry, do. ; Paris of apoplexy. The unfortunate lady 

A resolution was adopted, for the ap-; was chiefly under the guidance of the h». 
pointment of a committee of three, to col-? m@opathic quacks, and Mr. Simon, a ho. 
lect information in regard to the recent. mm@opathic doctor, was summoned to her 
prevalence of small-pox, with instructions ; assistance (?) in her fatal illness. The quack 
to report at the next meeting; and the; stood by her bedside, and pronounced her 
county societies were requested to report to , disease to be apoplexy! For this malady, 
said committee all the information on the’ of course, hom@opathy had no remedy, no 
subject in their possession, Drs. E. D.; treatment. 

Kittoe, S. Jackson, and John P. Heister,) Such events bring this absurd form o/ 
constitute this committee. quackery to the true and severe test. || 

Resolutions were also adopted in favour’ must sce the perfect impotency of an ini. 
of the passage of a law, for the registration; nitesimal dose against a ruptured blood. 
of births, marriages, and deaths, and for: vessel within the cerebrum! What cana 
the appointment of a committee to take’ globule do with a clot of blood among the 
such means as may be calculated to secure fibres of the brain? Occurrences of this 
suitable legislative action on the subject. _, kind ought to prove a lesson and a warning 

After the transaction of other business, the ' to our nobility. Such cases as those of Sir 
society adjourned to meet in Philadelphia, Francis Burdett; Lady Denbigh, who died 
on the third Wednesday of April, 1850. , of uterine hemorrhage, homa@opathically ; 

nest , and the present case of Lady Blessington, 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, speak louder against the fashionable quack. 
eries than any homily of orthodox medicive. 

Chloroform.—The discussion relative to} —Lancet, June 9. 
chloroform, in the French Academy of; _ 

Medicine has closed, and its results may be; Night Visits —Within what hours oug!: 
summed up in the following general con-; physicians and surgeons to consider thei 
clusions :— ‘visits as ‘‘ Night Visits,’’ and charge {or 

‘1, Chloroform is a powerful poisonous them accordingly ? This question has re- 
agent, which ought not to be used except by | cently been submitted to, and solved by, 1 
experienced persons. legal tribunal in Belgium. After hearing 

‘€2. It is, both by its odour and action, | various witnesses, it was decided, that «!! 
an irritant of the bronchial membrane, and) visits made between 9 P. M.and 6 A.M. 
therefore requires to be used with great cau- ought to be regarded as night visits. Ts 
tion when there is any affection of the heart | decision seems to be just and reasonable, 
or lungs. both to patients and medical men.—Londm 

‘3. Chloroform possesses a peculiar! Journ. of Med., June, 1849. 
poisonous effect, which if prolonged beyond _ 

a certain period is capable of destroying life.; Obituary Record.—Died, in Paris, on ue 

‘4, More danger accrues from certain 8th of June, of cholera, M. Boveery, wel! 
modes of exhibiting this agent than from the) known for his researches on anatomy, a0 
agent itself. “as the author of one of the most magnifice 

‘*5, This danger may be avoided by the fol-’ works on anatomy and surgery ever pu 
lowing precautions: 1, to use pure chloro-? lished. ; 
form, and in moderate doses; 2, to explore | — At St. Andrew’s, Fifeshire, on the 3012 
the condition of the thoracic organs previ- of July, Joun Rei, M. D., Professor of A” 
ously to its exhibition; 3, to take care that atomy and Medicine in the University of St. 
a sufficient quantity of atmospheric air is’ Andrews. 
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